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EDITORIAL
2020 was a very unusual year for everyone. Some of us were fortunate to
adapt to the required confinement created by the coronavirus pandemic.
Fotunately, our work was able to continue, although it was not 100%, we
worked to the extent necessary to continue spreading our important
conservation message.
Some people say that this pandemic has led us to rethink our role in nature
and how we have affected the balance of life and our life quality. In her
message for World Wetlands Day 2021, Martha Rojas Borrego, President of the
Ramsar Convention, highlights the importance of caring for wetlands as a
means of continuing to have water available for use and to maintain our
quality of life.
Our contribution to the celebration of World Wetlands Day was provided
through a documentary, online talks, and a forum that included well-known
figures from academics, government, civil society and business. Thereby,
continuing the opportunity to promote the knowledge and the care of
wetlands in this important environmental celebration.
Finally, we regret to inform you about the death of our good friend and ally
Vicente Guerrero, an aquaculturist from San Quintín, México, with whom we
worked on countless occasions. The last time was our Forum for World
Wetlands Day. His departure sadden us, but his soul, his example and all the
knowledge he shared with us over time will remain forever in our memory. We
dedicate this issue to him.

STATEMENT ON THE

World
Wetland´s
Day
2021
Martha Rojas Borrego
Ramsar Convention
General Secretary.

All of us would agree that freshwater is essential for life,
without water there can be no life. Yet how many worry about
the health of the ecosystems that are the source of our
freshwater?
We are in a water crisis with profound consequences and
wetlands are at the heart of its resolution. Less than 1% of
water on Earth is usable freshwater and is mostly stored in
wetlands such as rivers, streams, lakes, marshes, estuaries
and aquifers. We consume at least 10 billion tons of fresh
water daily – more than the earth can replenish. Yet, we will
require 55% more water by 2050 for a global population of 10
billion people.
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Furthermore, all our water sources are polluted from
chemicals, plastic or untreated wastewater – leaving 2.2 billion
people drinking unsafe water and nearly half a million dying
each year from it.
We
demand
more
fresh
water, yet destroy the means
by which we get it. Nearly
90%
of
our
wetlands,
including
rivers,
lakes,
marshes and peatlands have
vanished, and we continue to
lose wetlands three times
faster
than
forests.
We
disconnect our dependence
on water from what we do to
wetlands.

By
harvesting,
storing,
filtering ,
and
releasing
Martha Rojas. Ramsar General Secretary
a
constant supply of clean water, indispensable for consumption,
irrigation and energy production. We also need to as for the
functioning of ecosystems.
Interdependent and inseparable, water and wetlands are vital
partners for life, providing a home to 40% of the world’s
species. We must be water efficient in every area. Industry
alone could reduce its water use by up to 50%, while
agriculture, by far the biggest consumer of water, has diverse
ways to get more ‘crop per drop’.
We must stop destroying and start restoring wetlands. All of us,
whether in the agricultural or industrial sector; or individuals in
own own daily life, it is our collective responsibility to save
water and to conserve wetlands.
Significant investments are required in wetlands as
solutions for water management. We also need to enact
that integrate wetlands into management plans. All
actions must work towards a green economy and
decisions that are paramount to building back better.
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natural
policies
decisive
include

Pro Esteros
celebrates

World
Wetland´s
Day.
Adapting to the world situation,
we continue with our communication
and education activities.
Here are the actions that we do
as a celebration of World Wetlands Day.

César Iván Manríquez Castro
Education Coordinator
educacion@proesteros.org
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On February 2nd, we released a short video explaining
importance of wetlands, their current status in the world
the main threats they face. The video discusses
characteristics of the Wetlands of International Importance
we have in Baja California. This video was made with
valuable support of our good friend Arturo Ríos.

the
and
the
that
the

At the invitation of the Directorate of Environmental Protection
of Mexicali, our director Laura Martínez Ríos, participated by the
end of January in the live broadcast "Wetlands and water: Let's
take care of our water resource." The event allowed the
speakers to present a topic, followed by a question and answer
session. Here, we were able to share information about the work
we have done in favor of wetlands over time.

The event also featured wetland presentations by the civil
associations Costa Salvaje and Pronatura Noroeste, as well as
the Alto Golfo and Colorado River Delta Biosphere Reserve.
Finally, we held
the
Forum
for
World
Wetlands
Day,
offering
two
sessions.
The
first
day
included
the
participation of Claudia Leyva, academic and researcher at
the Autonomous University of Baja California; Edith Santiago,
Associate Director at Sonoran Institute; and Everardo Mariano
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Meléndez, Director of the
El
Vizcaíno
Biosphere
Reserve.
Our
guests
provided
critical
information related to the
conservation of wetlands.
Participants in the second
part of the forum were:
Jonathan Vargas, a fellow
from the Coastal Solutions
Program, from Cornell Lab
of
Ornithology;
Esther
Plasencia, from the Punta
Banda
Environmental
Committee; and Vicente
Guerrero, an aquaculturist
from Ostrícola Nautilus in
San Quintín.

In this second session, our guests shared with us their personal
experiences related to the proper use of wetlands from their own
field experiences: scientific monitoring, citizen participation and
commercial activity, respectively.
This forum provided the chance to spread the knowledge of
wetlands in order to promote their conservation.
We invite you to
visit our social
n e t w o r k s,
particularly
the
facebook
page,
where
the
videodocumentay
and the two parts
of the forum are
still available.
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Environmental
education materials

Dibujo: Sergio Cruz Hernández

for Teachers
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César Iván Manríquez Castro
Environmental Education Coordinator
educacion@proesteros.org

As part of our activities to promote the conservation of
wetlands, Pro Esteros has developed various educational
materials for teachers of basic education, particularly
Elementary and Junior High School. These materials, in
electronic format, are available to teachers who wish to use
them in their classes.
Our folders and booklets
focus on the topic of
wetlands
and
offer
information about their
importance, the threats
they
face
and
the
benefits they offer us, as
well as their flora and
fauna. In particular the
booklet
on
the
Least
Tern, the Black Brant and
the Gray Whale.
We always provide a local
regional
focus,
highlighting
the
characteristics of the wetlands of
the Mexican northwest.
Dibujo: Yukiko Nishikawa

We make these materials available to the public and also offer
online or in person conferences (availability is dependent on
approval by our health authorities). To learn more about our
educational materials, we invite you to visit our page
www.proesteros.org, in the Environmental Education section.
If you prefer, you can contact us through Facebook (Pro
Esteros,
A.C.)
or
directly
by
email
at
educacion@proesteros.org.
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FAUNA

MONITORING
IN OUR WETLANDS.
Biól. César Iván Manríquez Castro
Environmental Education Coordinator
educacion@proesteros.org

Monitoring different species of
wetland´s fauna is an important
part
of
our
work
as
a
civil
organization. The data obtained
allow us to report on the effect that
human activities can have on the
environment and, at the same time,
serve as a baseline of information
that allows us to define actions
related
to
conservation
and
management
when
we
talk
to
decision makers.
To
facilitate
our
monitoring
activities, we have collaborated
with
institutions
and
civil
organizations. Such is the case of
the reptile monitoring that we carry
out
in
collaboration
with
our
friends from Fauna del Noroeste,
A.C., in order to learn about the
richness of the herpetofauna of the
estuary. We capture, measure and
release lizards and snakes, some of
them are included in the Official
Standard NOM-069-SEMARNAT-2010,
as protected species status.
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Another monitoring action in the
Estero
de
Punta
Banda,
in
collaboration with students from the
Faculty
of
Sciences
of
the
Autonomous
University
of
Baja
California, was the monitoring of fish
in the channels of the estuary. The
students were able to generate a list
that
includes
five
species
not
previously recorded in the area, as
well as others of great ecological
importance.
In the case of birds, our monitoring
has focused mainly on the Least Tern
(Sternula antillarum), which we have
monitored for several years. This
activity has given us the opportunity
to
promote
conservation
and
environmental education actions in
the area of Punta Banda and San
Quintín.
We have also collaborated in Snowy
Plover
monitoring
(Charadrius
nivosus), a bird that shares the Least
Tern's nesting area.
Finally, we have developed “citizen
science” actions to help involve the
community and promote knowledge of
the
environment.
Primarily
bird
watching, collaborating with local
groups,
especially
through
the
Ensenada Urban Bird Program (PAU).
If you are interested in learning more
about our monitoring activities, visit
www.proesteros.org, or in our social
networks (Pro Esteros, A.C.).
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WETLAND

inhabitants
Photograph: Liliana Ortiz Serrato.

Flame Skimmer

Vicente Guerrero
A great friend and companion on our way
for the conservation of wetlands. Always
ready to share your historical, empirical,
technical knowledge.
Pioneer, leader, friend, teacher.
May your example and your actions
remains always between us.

Fotograph Facebook / Ribbon: Wikipedia.

Fotograph: Carlos Favela López.
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